
Maureen Gifford – Mayer 

I am excited to be running for re-election to the Hoosic Valley School Board, serving the second half of 

my term as the Vice President with Chris Pepe as President.  I am so proud of what we have 

accomplished over the last 4 years and look forward to continuing that important work alongside a truly 

remarkable and dedicated team of teachers, administrators, staff and community.     

Five years ago we moved our family back to my hometown of Schaghticoke.  As a successful HV 

graduate myself (attending Cornell University and University of California at Berkeley earning a MS in 

Civil and Environmental Engineering, working in higher education in both the private and public sectors), 

I decided to dedicate my time and experience back to the Hoosic Valley School District.  My husband Eric 

and I have 4 kids in the district (Leslie in 7th, Abe in 5th, Judd in 2nd and August in Kindergarten).  We are 

grateful for love and support our kids feel as part of this district and community and appreciate a 

community based in active agriculture and a history of successful small businesses.  Our family 

businesses include Copses Farms, milking close to 1000 cows, and more recently Hoosac Valley Farmers’ 

Exchange, supporting the agricultural aspirations of all size farmers.  I believe I can successfully 

represent the perspective of a taxpayer of a large agricultural land base, owner of small business, 

engaged community member and parent.      

Over the past 4 years our board has worked hard to rebuild a strong and devoted administrative team, 

develop an acclaimed Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Music (STEAM) program, provide after 

school programing with partners such as Cornell Cooperative Extension, explore new opportunities for 

existing and proposed sports, add programming for Social Emotional Learning (SEL), secure our schools 

with a dedicated School Resource Officer, implement data driven assessments, upgrade instructional 

technologies, and prioritize student engagement in school and our community all while DECREASING 

THE TAX LEVY EVERY year and maintaining the HIGHEST RATING OF FISCAL HEALTH deemed by the 

State.   

There is always more to do and there is always more to learn.  I look forward to continuing work on an 

upcoming capital project proposal, adapting our school spaces to accommodate student centered 

learning AND open and share community spaces by providing revamped meeting and performance 

spaces, shared indoor and outdoor athletic facilities, community gardens and playgrounds, libraries and 

creative “maker” spaces/technologies.   

Thank you for the opportunity to serve our District for the last 4 years, and I hope you allow me 4 more 

to see all of our kids through a successful tenure at Hoosic Valley and create good citizens wherever and 

whomever their community may be.  Thanks again.   

 


